
137Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / Jan. 29

Statement on the Death of Jim Grant
January 28, 1995

It was with deep sadness and regret that
Hillary and I learned today of the death of
Jim Grant, executive director of UNICEF.
Throughout his long career, Jim Grant was
a visionary leader, one of the most distin-
guished international public servants of our
time. It was in recognition of Jim Grant’s life-
long contributions that I was honored to
present him with the Presidential Medal of
Freedom last August.

Under Jim Grant’s 15 years of leadership,
UNICEF has earned a reputation as one of
the most effective and esteemed U.N. agen-
cies. UNICEF retains its special place in the
hearts of all Americans.

We will remember Jim Grant most for his
tireless advocacy on behalf of the world’s
children and for pioneering low-cost, simple
techniques for alleviating disease, poverty,
and suffering among the neediest of children.
One measure of his legacy lies in the fact
that today 80 percent of children in the de-
veloping world receive immunizations com-
pared with 20 percent in 1980, when Jim
Grant assumed leadership of UNICEF.

Today we have lost a personal friend, an
American hero, and champion of children
throughout the world. We will all miss him.

Remarks at the National Governors’
Association Dinner
January 29, 1995

Good evening, ladies and gentlemen, and
welcome to the White House, again for many
of you, and for the first time for some. This
is always one of my favorite evenings of the
year, one of Hillary’s favorite evenings, a
chance to see old friends and think about
old times and look to the future.

Two years ago, when I had the opportunity
for the first time to host this dinner, after
having been on the other end of it for 12
years, I pledged to you that I would take the
experiences that we had shared together and
strive to form a new partnership with the
Governors and with the States. After 2 years,
I think it’s fair to say that we have made good
on that pledge. And tonight, I want to renew

that pledge as we debate the astonishing
range of opportunities and challenges that
are ahead of us.

I also want to thank those of you who have
gone out of your way to give me the oppor-
tunity to make good on the pledge when you
thought we were slipping a little. [Laughter]
And I want to thank those of you who have
acknowledged what you thought we were
doing right. In particular, two of the Gov-
ernors, not of my party, who went through
the line tonight and complimented the part-
nership of the Federal Government and var-
ious agencies, I appreciate very much.

I think every American now wants Govern-
ment to expand opportunity and to shrink
bureaucracy, to empower people to make the
most of their own lives, to enhance our secu-
rity but not to do those things which it ought
not to do. Working in partnership with us,
many of you have pioneered ways to reform
health care and to reform welfare, free of
Federal rules and regulations which had pre-
viously encumbered you. We have done our
part to be good partners. We have reduced
the deficit; we have reduced the size of the
Government; we have reduced regulation in
important areas.

We have also done what we could to im-
prove our performance. I cited in the State
of the Union, and I cite again, something that
those of you who have had the misfortune
to have disasters know, which is that the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency, and
all those who work in the disaster area, the
Department of Transportation, HUD, and
others, are no longer a disaster when disaster
occurs. They are there working in partner-
ship with you, and we want to do more of
that.

In that spirit now, we begin a new year
of debates, working on welfare, perhaps the
most important thing we can do from the
point of view of all the people of all of our
States, without regard to party or region or
race or income.

We had a very, very good meeting yester-
day with a bipartisan group of Governors,
local officials, Members of Congress, and I
thank those of you who participated.

The Vice President will also be presenting
a second round of reinventing Government
proposals which will cut further spending
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